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COMMAND HISTORY 2003 
USS COLE (DDG 67) 

Homeport: Norfolk, VA 
Commissioned: 08 June 1996 
UIC: 21941 

Command Composition and Organization 

Immediate Superior: 
Commander, Destroyer Squadron EIGHTEEN 
CAPT Daniel Holloway, USN 
01 JAN 03 - 20 MAR 03 

CAPT Craig Pandolfe, USN 
21 MAR 03 - 31 DEC 03 

Commanding Officer: 
CDR Kevin M. Sweeney, USN 
01 JAN 03 - 10 JAN 03 

CDR Christopher W. Grady, USN 
11 JAN 03 - 31 DEC 03 

Executive Officer: 
LCDR Robert Cepek, USN 
01 JAN 03 - 31 DEC 03 

Combat Systems Officer: 
LT Joseph Gagliano, USN 
01 JAN 03 - 13 MAR 03 

LT George Segredo, USN 
14 MAR 03 - 31 DEC 03 

Weapons Officer: 
LT George Segredo, USN 
01 JAN 03 - 20 APR 03 

LT Gregory Goodman, USN 
21 APR 03 - 31 DEC 03 

Operations Officer: 
LT Brian Mutty, USN 
01 JAN 03 - 31 DEC 03 

Chief Engineer: 
LT Michael OIDriscoll, USN 
01 JAN 03 - 31 DEC 03 

Supply Officer: 
LT Douglas MacKenzie, USN 
01 JAN 03 - 31 DEC 03 

Navigator: 
LTJG Tyler Ross, USNR 
01 JAN 03 - 31 DEC 03 



JANUARY 2003 
01 JAN - 06 JAN 

06 JAN- 09 JAN 

08 JAN 

08 JAN 

10 JAN 

13 JAN- 16 JAN 

17 JAN 

21 JAN - 23 JAN 

24 JAN 

27 JAN 

27 JAN - 29 JAN 

30 JAN 

31 JAN 

HOLIDAY STAND-DOWN 

PC0 TURNOVER 

UNDERWAY FOR PC0 TEST DRIVE 

CO AND PC0 HAIL AND FAREWELL 

CHANGE OF COMMAND 

UNDERWAY FOR UD PREPARATIONS 

UNDERWAY DEMONSTRATION 

NAVAL SURFACE FIRE SUPPORT TRAINING 

NSFS EVALUATION 

FULL POWER RUN 

UNDERWAY FOR UD PREPARATIONS 

UNDERWAY DEMONSTRATION 

LTJG CARMICKLE'S PROMOTION CEREMONY 

The first week back after Holiday Stand down was COLE'S Change of Command 

week. The week provided prospective Commanding Officer, CDR Christopher W. 

Grady, a chance to get to know the ship and crew. On 08 January, COLE got 

underway and showed CDR Grady her proficiency at Sea and Anchor and during 

General Quarters. CDR Grady took command during a ceremony on COLE'S flight deck 

on 10 January 2003. 

COLE went to sea 13-16 January to prepare for her Underway Demonstration 

inspection. The Engineers prepared the plant and watchstanders for a series of 

challenging Engineering Evolutions and Casualty Control Drills. During the first 

set of drills during the inspection on 17 January, one of the temperature 

indicators on the port shaft showed a hot bearing, and the ship returned to 

Norfolk for technical assistance without completing the inspection. 

The week of 20-24 January, while the Engineers were busy repairing the 

bearing temperature indicator, Operations, Weapons, and Combat Systems personnel 



devoted the week to preparing for upcoming Naval Surface Fire Support (NSFS) 

exercises. On 24 January, the NSFS team completed an intense evaluation that 

certified them to conduct NSFS exercises. 

On 27 January, COLE got underway and successfully accomplished a full power 

run, proving that the maintenance had corrected the bearing problem. The ship 

spent three days at sea and on 30 January, a team of Underway Demonstration 

inspectors came onboard. 31 January the weather was too foggy to get underway, 

so COLE stayed in port overnight before heading south for Battle group sail #l. 



FEBRUARY 2003 

01 FEB - 12 FEB 

03 FEB 

03 FEB 

04 FEB 

04 FEB 

05 FEB 

06 FEB 

07 FEB 

07 FEB 

08 FEB - 10 FEB 

08 FEB - 12 FEB 

14 FEB 

17 FEB 

18 FEB - 19 FEB 

UNDERWAY FOR BATTLEGROUP SAIL 

5" PACFIRE 

MODIFIED NAV DETAIL FOR VIRGIN PASSAGE 

5" SLED SHOOT 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT WITH USNS BIGHORN 

NAVAL SURFACE FIRE SUPPORT EXERCISE 

UNDERWATER TRACKING RANGE TORPEX 

MISSILE EXERCISE 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT WITH USNS BIGHORN 

SMALL ARMS QUALIFICATIONS 

ENGINEERING LTT 

UNDERWAY DEMONSTRATION 

FINAL EVALUATION PROBLEM INPORT PRACTICE 

FINAL EVALUATION PROBLEM 

20 FEB - 28 FEB INPORT FOR MAINTENANCE AND UPKEEP 

28 FEB AWARDS CEREMONY 

28 FEB LTJG FIGUEROA'S PROMOTION CEREMONY 

On the first of the month, USS COLE departed Norfolk for the Puerto Rican 

Operating Areas. On 03 February, she joined other ships in the ENTERPRISE Battle 

group for a series of "wagon wheel" training events in which each ship rotated 

through a variety of training and live-fire events. The gunners demonstrated the 

accuracy of their 5" Gun during a Sled shoot and a full afternoon on the Naval 

Surface Fire Support (NSFS) range. The range lauded the NSFS team's performance 

as the finest seen in two battlegroups and awarded them an unprecedented score of 

98%. COLE'S ASW team spent a successful day on the Underwater Tracking Range off 

the coast of St. Croix. They tracked an underwater target and engaged it with 

two LAMPS-dropped exercise torpedoes and three ship-launched exercise torpedoes. 

Combat Systems successfully fired two Standard Missiles at remote controlled air 



targets simulating a stream raid. The first missile actually intercepted the 

target for a skin-on-skin kill. 

Before departing the Puerto Rican Operating Areas, COLE embarked an 

Engineering Limited Training Team that assisted with Underway Demonstration 

preparations during the transit back to Norfolk. The Combat Systems Training 

Team utilized the time at sea to rehearse a battle scenario in preparation for 

the Final Evaluation Problem. The ship returned to homeport on 12 Feb, spent a 

day in Norfolk, and returned to sea on 14 Feb for a successful Underway 

Demonstration. The Engineers impressed the inspection team and completed their 

final evaluation in the basic training phase. COLE went back to sea on 18 Feb 

and successfully completed the Final Evaluation Problem, completing the basic 

phase of the training cycle. The next day, COLE returned to Norfolk to spend the 

remainder of the month on maintenance and upkeep. 



MARCH 2003 

03 MAR - 04 MAR 

05 MAR - 06 MAR 

06 MAR - 07 MAR 

07 MAR 

10 MAR - 14 MAR 

12 MAR 

14 MAR 

14 MAR 

14 MAR - 17 MAR 

17 MAR 

17 MAR 

18 MAR - 19 MAR 

21 MAR 

21 MAR 

24 MAR - 28 MAR 

25 Mar 

27 MAR 

28 MAR 

31 MAR 

31 MAR 

BGIE PREPARATIONS 

BGIE 

ADVANCED SHIP HANDLING 

BERTH SHIFT 

UNDERWATER HULL CLEANING 

SAILOR OF THE YEAR PRESENTATION 

GMC GRUBBS' REENLISTMENT 

VIP VISIT 

SONAR DOME DIVE 

HARPOON ON LOAD 

OS2 STAFFORD'S REENLISTMENT 

LINK LONG LOOK 

EN1 CAULEY AND YN3 JOHNSON REENLISTMENT 

DESRON 18 CHANGE OF COMMAND 

SCC CONFERENCE 

NAVY CASH CAKE CUTTING CEREMONY 

INCLINING EXPERIMENT 

COMSECONDFLT VISIT 

AT/FP LTT 1 

LT JALLETTE PROMOTION CEREMONY 

The first week of March began with the Battle Group Inport Exercise, 

providing COLE'S CIC watch teams with excellent training. On the 6th and 7th, 

COLE'S Junior Officers had the opportunity to train at the advanced ship-handling 

trainer, practicing DIVTACS formations as well as pier-handling. At the end of 

the week, COLE switched piers from pier 1 to pier 4 in preparation for the 

upcoming ammo onload. 



In the second week of March, COLE carried out its' first small arms 

qualification for the month and had a chance to perform underwater hull cleaning. 

On the 12'", COLE recognized the accomplishments of ICl(SW) Anderson and BMl(SW) 

Owens as Senior and Junior Sailor Of The Year. The week concluded with the 

reenlistment of GMC Grubbs and a visit from LT General Shamsher Singh Mehta, Army 

Commander, Western Command of India, who was very impressed by COLE'S 

capabilities and crew. 

Entering the third week of March, COLE on-loaded Harpoon Missiles and 

continued the small arms qualification process. During this time COLE also 

prepared to begin using Navy Cash and installed five washers and dryers for the 

crew's use. 

The next week, COLE kicked off the new Navy Cash system on board with a 

cake cutting ceremony. With Navy Cash, COLE'S crew will be able to make all 

purchases in vending machines and at the ship's store with their Navy Cash card. 

In the middle of the week COLE carried out an ambitious inclining experiment, 

tilting COLE to the port and starboard sides, testing the distribution of weight. 

March concluded with a visit from COMSECONDFLT and an Anti-Terrorism 

Exercise. COMSECONDFLT addressed COLE'S Crew, CPO1s, and Wardroom, expressing 

his confidence in COLE'S capabilities. COLE'S in-port watch standers performed 

admirably during the Anti-Terrorism Exercise, stopping all penatrators at the 

gate. 



APRIL 2003 

01 APR 

01 APR - 05 APR 

04 APR 

06 APR 

07 APR - 11 APR 

09 APR 

11 APR 

12 APR 

14 APR 

14 APR 

16 APR 

17 APR 

17 APR 

17 APR 

21 APR 

21 APR 

21 APR - 23 APR 

23 APR 

23 APR 

24 APR 

25 APR 

27 APR 

27 APR 

27 APR 

28 APR 

28 APR 

28 APR - 30 APR 

UNDERWAY FOR MNME 

MNME ASWPT 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT WITH USNS LARAMIE 

MNME CHOKE POINT TRANSIT 

MNME FREE PLAY 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT WITH HNLMS ZUIDERKRUIS 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT WITH HMCS PRESERVER 

INPORT NORFOLK 

UNDERWAY FOR VANDALEX 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT WITH USS DETROIT 

VANDAL EX 

INPORT NORFOLK 

DESRON 18 VISIT 

LT CLOUD' LT LABBOT, AND LTJG BEASTER PROMOTION 

CEREMONY 

AWARDS CEREMONY 

DESRON 18 CO'S CONFERENCE 

AVCERT 

CMC CHANGE OF OFFICE 

AMMO ONLOAD 

UNDERWAY 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT WITH USNS LEROY GRUMMAN 

CIWS IB TESTING 

PACFIRE 

STEEL BEACH PICNIC 

INPORT FORT LAUDERDALE 

LTJG TATE AND LTJG BAGNELL PROMOTION CEREMONY 

LIBERTY IN FORT LAUDERDALE 



In the first two weeks of April, COLE took part in the Multi-National 

Maritime Exercise (MNME), which provided a unique opportunity for extended Anti- 

submarine Warfare. During the ASWPT portion of MNME, COLE'S ASW team proved to 

be one of the best in the Battle Group through extended periods of submarine 

contact and helicopter control. As MNME advanced to the Choke-Point Transit 

stage, COLE'S Surface and Air teams had the opportunity to demonstrate their 

skills as well, covering and killing many tracks as the scenario hostilities 

erupted. Throughout the Free Play portion of the exercise, COLE'S entire CIC 

team performed admirably, tracking and firing on subsurface contacts while 

successfully trailing and engaging surface craft as well as defending against all 

air threats. Following the completion of a very successful MNME, COLE spent the 

weekend inport. 

Next Monday, the 14th, COLE went back to sea for a supersonic sea-skimming 

missile firing exercise (VANDALEX). While enroute, COLE completed an Underway 

Replenishment with the USS Detroit, the most recent addition to the Enterprise 

Battle Group. The next day COLE'S CIC Team trained for the upcoming VANDALEX. 

This was rewarded on the 16th when COLE successfully engaged the VANDAL target. 

COLE and the other members of Enterprise Battle Group were later praised for this 

event, which resulted in multiple skin-to-skin kills. 

COLE went out to sea for the final week of April as well, this time heading 

to Fort Lauderdale, Florida, to participate in Fleet Week 2003. On the 27th, COLE 

conducted CIWS IB testing in preparation for the final testing to be completed on 

the return trip from Florida. The IB system performed admirably and was given 

the green light for final testing. COLE also conducted a PACFIRE on the 27th, 

maintaining the ship's proficiency and preparing for a Naval Surface Fire Support 

Exercise in May. 

COLE arrived in Broward County, Florida, the place of COLE'S commissioning, 

on April 28th. On the way in, an armada of police boats and Coast Guard small 



boats escorted COLE, with many people waving American flags and sounding horns 

from the nearby beach. The crew soon had liberty and were treated extremely well 

by the local populace. During this time the inport duty sections provided tours 

for numerous VIPs, ROTC Units, Retired Military Guests, schools, and families. 

Many crew members also took the opportunity to help out with Navy recruiting, 

visits to local schools and hospitals, or ride with the Broward County Police 

Department for the night. COLE'S crew and the citizens of Broward County both 

gained greatly from this wonderful experience. 



MAY 2003 

01 MAY 

02 MAY 

04 MAY 

04 MAY 

05 MAY 

06 MAY 

07 MAY 

12 MAY 

12 MAY - 14 MAY 

15 MAY 

16 MAY 

19 MAY 

19 MAY - 21 MAY 

21 MAY 

22 MAY 

26 MAY - 30 MAY 

27 MAY - 30 MAY 

30 MAY 

LIBERTY IN FORT LAUDERDALE 

UNDERWAY 

CIWS IB DUAL LEAR TRACKEX 

CIWS IB KILLER TOMATO EXERCISE 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT WITH USNS LEROY GRUMMAN 

NSFS FIREX I1 

INPORT NORFOLK 

UNDERWAY TO YORKTOWN 

WEAPONS ONLOAD 

INPORT NORFOLK 

OS1 RACKLIFFE'S REENLISTMENT 

UNDERWAY FOR DEPERMING 

DEPERMING 

INPORT NORFOLK 

LTJG DEFILIPPO, LTJG TASKER, AND LTJG JONES 

PROMOTION CEREMONY 

ARQ 

AT/FP LTT 2 

STG2 LEDVINA'S, GSM3 HEAD'S, AND GSM3 AYDELLOT'S 

RE-ENLISTMENT CEREMONY 

On 2 May, COLE departed Florida, heading back up the East Coast to commence 

final testing for the CIWS IB system. With IB, COLE'S CIWS can fire at Surface 

contacts in addition to its' standard role of Anti-Air Warfare. COLE's IB system 

performed up to specifications, handling Learjet tracking and easily sinking the 

Killer Tomato. The next day, COLE successfully completed another underway 

replenishment with the USNS Leroy Grumman and then headed north toward Camp 

Lejeune to conduct Naval Surface Fire Support. COLE's performance on the range 



was every bit as good as the standard set in February and the Marines at Camp 

Lejeune were able to train over a half-dozen spotters. Following this success, 

COLE returned to Norfolk for the weekend. 

On 12 May, COLE headed to Weapons Station Yorktown and from 12-14 May, COLE 

conducted an intense ammunitions onload. COLE'S Weapons and Combat Systems 

departments brought aboard Tomahawk's, Standard Missiles, Vertically Launched 

ASROC'S, War Shot Torpedoes, Harpoons, 5 "  rounds, and CIWS ammunition. The 

process went very smoothly and successfully as the Yorktown staff proved to be 

experts at their jobs, providing excellent guidance for COLE'S motivated weapons 

handling teams. After completion of the ammunition onload, COLE returned to 

Norfolk to spend the weekend and begin preparations for deperming. 

On 19 May, COLE transited to the deperming station. From 19 May to 21 May, 

COLE undertook a rigorous deperming process involving the entire COLE crew. 

Through the great teamwork of the crew and excellent leadership provided by the 

CPO Mess, COLE set a new record at the deperming station, completing the 

evolution in just two and a half days. As a reward for the deperming 

achievements, the crew received that Friday off from work. 

Next week COLE'S steady-strain of progress continued with the Aviation 

Readiness Qualification and the second stage of the Anti-Terrorism Force 

Protection certification process. COLE'S Force Protection Training Team was 

evaluated on their ability to train the crew who had collapsed into three-section 

duty for the duration of the Team Trainer. Both evolutions were completed 

successfully, moving COLE one stage closer to being deployment ready. 



JUNE 2003 

2 JUN 

2 JUN - 6 JUN 

5 JUN 

5 JUN - 6 JUN 

9 JUN - 12 JUN 

11 JUN 

13 JUN 

13 JUN 

16 JUN - 27 JUN 

16 JUN - 17 JUN 

20 JUN 

20 JUN 

24 JUN - 26 JUN 

25 JUN 

26 JUN 

16 JUN - 30 JUN 

30 JUN 

30 JUN 

DCC WADDELL'S RE-ENLISTMENT CEREMONY 

CIC TEAM TRAINER 

AMMO ON-LOAD 

ADVANCED SHIP HANDLING 

UNDERWAY FOR CORTRAMID 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT WITH USNS LEROY GRUMMAN 

OS2 CROSS' RE-ENLISTMENT CEREMONY 

RMP SEMINAR 

C5RA/HMERA 

FPTT SCENARIO'S 

FPTT SCENARIO'S 

IC1 ANDERSON'S RE-ENLISTMENT CEREMONY 

FPTT SCENARIO'S 

LTJG HOPKINS' PROMOTION CEREMONY 

SMC SKELTON'S RE-ENLISTMENT CEREMONY 

FMAV 

AT/FP LTT 3 

PHYSICAL READINESS TEST 

June began with a great focus on training as COLE had the opportunity to 

conduct the Combat Information Center Team Trainer and visit MSI again. Numerous 

inexperienced watch-standers learned fast from ATRC, who in turn were impressed 

by the eagerness of COLE's newest watch-standers to learn and excel. ATRC was so 

impressed with COLE's CIC Team Power-Point Brief, they asked for a copy to use as 

the example for all of their other Team Trainers. COLE's second time training at 

MSI was just as good as the first, providing junior officers a chance to conduct 

underway replenishments, pier-handling, and DIVTACS formations. 



During the second week of June, COLE embarked over 30 Midshipmen in support 

of CORTRAMID. These Midshipmen had the opportunity to see: an anchoring, REXTORP 

engagement sequence on an EMATT, Visit Board Search and Seizure Operation, main- 

space fire drill, Learjet flyby, 5" and CIWS PACFIRE, man-over-board and torpedo 

evasion maneuvers, flight operations, small arms Famfire, steal beach picnic, and 

an underway replenishment with the USNS Leroy Grumrnan; all in just three days. 

On June 1 6 ~ " ~  COLE began an intense inport training, maintenance, and upkeep 

period. From June 16~" to June 27th COLE completed a Combat Systems, Command, 

Control, Communications and Computer Readiness Assessment (C5RA) and a Hull 

Machinery and Electrical Readiness Assessment (HMERA) . Simultaneously, COLE 

conducted two weeks of Force Protection Training Team Drills in preparation for 

the upcoming Anti-Terrorism Force Protection Limited Team Trainer 111, COLE'S 

last certification before being deployment ready. During these evolutions, COLE 

also conducted a Fleet Maintenance Availability Visit, which included a complete 

remodeling of COLE'S Mess Decks, requiring COLE'S crew to be issued COMRATS and 

leave the ship during meal hours. The crew made it through each of these 

challenges, completing C5RA and preparing itself for the upcoming Force 

Protection Certification. 



JULY 2003 

JUL - 11 JUL 

JUL - 02 JUL 

JUL - 03 JUL 

JUL - 14 JUL 

JUL - 11 JUL 

JUL - 11 JUL 

JUL 

JUL 

JUL - 19 JUL 

JUL 

JUL - 22 JUL 

JUL 

JUL 

JUL - 31 JUL 

FMAV 

AT/FP LTT 3 

PHYSICAL READINESS TEST 

SONAR DOME DIVE 

FADC 

MGIT 

COMMAND PICNIC 

UNDERWAY 

MITT 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT WITH USS DETROIT 

SINKEX 

DESRON EIGHTEEN VISIT 

PNC RIEPMA'S RE-ENLISTMENT 

INPORT NORFOLK 

SONAR DOME DIVE 

The month of July began with the Anti-Terrorism Force Protection Limited 

Team Trainer 111, COLE'S last pre-deployment qualification. Through the hard 

work of COLE'S Force Protection Training Team and Duty sections during two weeks 

beforehand, the crew was prepared for evaluation. After three days of three- 

section duty, the crew completed the trainer, certifying COLE'S Force Protection 

capability. 

From 7 July to 11 July, COLE'S CIC Air Team took part in the Force Air 

Defense Course, this provided a great opportunity for training new personnel on 

the air team and perfecting the skills of the more experienced members. On 11 

July COLE hosted a Command Picnic at Ocean Breeze Water Park. The crew was 

treated to a day at the park and numerous prizes were provided by COLE'S Morale 



Welfare and Recreation Fund, good times and some well-deserved relaxation which 

was enjoyed by all. 

On July 1 6 ~ ~  COLE got underway to conduct Maritime Integrated Tailored 

Training (MITT) and a SINKEX. MITT tested COLE'S CIC and Bridge Teams as a two- 

day Surface Warfare and Anti-Submarine Warfare exercise, resulting in the 

successful shadowing of numerous surface tracks as well as both active and 

passive tracking on a US submarine. ~ u i i n ~  the SINKEX, COLE fired two Harpoon 

Missiles and through the use of Destroyer Squadron Eighteen Helicopters, the CIC 

team was able to watch the missiles from launch until impact. The first Harpoon 

launched impacted on the water nearby the surface craft while the second Harpoon 

successfully impacted. All three of the ships being fired upon sunk later in the 

night following aircraft bombardment. 

On July 22nd, Commander, Destroyer Squadron Eighteen, arrived on COLE via 

helicopter. After making a tour of the ship he attended an ESWS ceremony and 

then Command Advanced FC3 Price to FC2. Commodore Pandolf e had nothing but good 

things to say about COLE and her performance during MITT and SINKEX. The next 

day, COLE returned to Norfolk for the remainder of the month. 



AUGUST 2003 

01 AUG - 18 AUG 

04 AUG 

05 AUG 

06 AUG 

11 AUG - 13 AUG 

18 AUG 

19 AUG 

20 AUG 

20 AUG - 21 AUG 

21 AUG 

21 AUG 

22 AUG 

22 AUG 

22 AUG 

31 AUG 

31 AUG 

SONAR DOME DIVE 

CHIEF SELECTIONS ANNOUNCED 

ATFP LEVEL 1 TRAINING 

STG2 WHITE'S RE-ENLISTMENT CEREMONY 

ENTSTRKGRU ATEX 

AWARDS CEREMONY 

DESRON EIGHTEEN VISIT 

UNDERWAY FOR GROUP SAIL 

MI0 OPERATIONS WITH ARA SARANDI 

KILLER TOMATO GUNEX 

PAX TRANSFER WITH ARA SARANDI 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT WITH USNS JOHN LENTHALL 

EN2 CURRIN'S RE-ENLISTMENT 

INPORT NORFOLK 

UNDERWAY WITH CDS 18 FOR GROUP SAIL 

PAX TRANSFER OF CDS 18 TO USS ENTERPRISE 

August got off to a great start as COLE received news on who would be its' 

newest Chief Petty Officers. Congratulations to FCC(SEL) Fisher, GMC(SEL) 

Wright, ITC(SEL) Williams, ENC(SEL) Girot, ETC(SEL) Blevins, and MSC(SEL) Perry 

on their selection, as well as to TMC(SEL) Callahan and FCC(SEL) Veal who had 

just recently transferred from COLE to other commands. 

From August llth to August 13'", COLE'S crew condensed to three-section duty 

for the Enterprise Strike Group Anti-Terrorism Exercise. After three days of 

attempts at pier penetration, surveillance, and simulated small boat attacks, 

COLE along with all of Enterprise Strike Group successfully completed the 

evolution. 



On August lgth, Commander, Destroyer Squadron Eighteen, again visited COLE 

to observe a Stand-Off Land Attack Missile Exercise (SLAMEX). With all eyes on 

them, COLE'S strike team was up to the task, successfully attacking each target. 

The next day, COLE got underway with the ARA SARANDI for a short group 

sail. Embarked onboard COLE was the Visit Board Search and Seizure (VBSS) Team 

from the USS THORN. Together with COLE'S two VBSS teams they conducted a series 

of Maritime Interdiction Operation (MIO) Boarding's on both COLE and SARANDI to 

practice for the upcoming COMPTUEX. On the 21St, COLE fired CIWS and 5 "  rounds 

during a Killer Tomato Exercise in addition to conducting a series of personnel 

transfers with SARANDI via SARANDI1s helicopter, FRANCES. Three of COLE'S 

officers had an opportunity to see what life is like aboard SARANDI for a few 

hours, while three of their officers had the same opportunity onboard COLE. USS 

GONZALEZ joined the group to conduct their own MI0 boarding's and on the 22nd, all 

three ship's conducted an underway replenishment with USNS John Lenthall before 

heading back to Norfolk. 

On 31 August, COLE got underway for Battle Group Sail I11 and COMPTUEX. 

Commodore Pandolfe, Commander Destroyer Squadron 18, rode COLE throughout the sea 

and anchor detail flying off afterwards via helicopter to the USS ENTERPRISE. 

This was just the start of what would be an exciting underway throughout the 

month of September. 



SEPTEMBER 2003 

01 SEP - 09 SEP 

01 SEP 

02 SEP 

04 SEP 

04 SEP 

05 SEP 

06 SEP 

07 SEP 

08 SEP 

08 SEP 

10 SEP - 30 SEP 

10 SEP 

10 SEP 

11 SEP 

11 SEP 

11 SEP 

11 SEP 

11 SEP 

12 SEP 

12 SEP 

12 SEP 

12 SEP 

13 SEP 

13 SEP 

13 SEP 

14 SEP 

14 SEP 

14 SEP 

BATTLE GROUP SAIL I11 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT WITH USS ENTERPRISE 

PLANE GUARD WITH USS ENTERPRISE 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT WITH USNS KANAWHA 

E6 EXAM 

5", CIWS, AND SMALL ARMS PACFIRE 

MI0 BOARDING OF ARA SARANDI 

STEAL BEACH PICNIC 

MI0 BOARDING OF USS THORN 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT WITH USNS SUPPLY 

COMPTUEX 

SLED/SEPTAR 

JAMEX 

UNDERWAY REFUELING OF MOTOR VESSEL KIMBERLY L. 

E5 EXAM 

MI0 BOARDING OF USNS APACHE 

MI0 BOARDING OF USNS APACHE 

TDU 

MI0 BOARDING OF USNS PREVAIL 

MI0 BOARDING OF USNS PREVAIL 

REXTORP 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT WITH USNS SUPPLY 

IED EVENT 

PLANE GUARD 

COMCARGRU 4 FLAG VISIT 

MI0 BOARDING OF USNS PREVAIL 

ADEX 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT WITH USNS JOHN LENTHALL 



15 SEP 

16 SEP 

16 SEP 

16 SEP 

17 SEP 

17 SEP 

17 SEP 

18 SEP 

18 SEP 

18 SEP 

18 SEP 

18 SEP 

19 SEP 

20 SEP 

20 SEP 

21 SEP 

SEP 

SEP 

SEP 

SEP 

SEP 

SEP 

SEP 

SEP 

SEP 

SEP - 30 SEP 

TRANSIT TO GOMEX 

MI0 BOARDING OF THE USNS APACHE 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT WITH THE USNS JOHN LENTHALL 

CPO PINNING CEREMONY 

MI0 BOARDING OF USNS JOHN LENTHALL 

MI0 BOARDING OF USNS JOHN LENTHALL 

PLANE GUARD WITH USS ENTERPRISE 

E4 EXAM 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT WITH USNS SUPPLY 

ENC WELLS RE-ENLISTMENT CEREMONY 

MI0 BOARDING OF USNS JOHN LENTHALL 
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From September lSt thru the gthl COLE participated in Groupsail I11 with 

Enterprise Strike Group. The highlight of the Groupsail was COLE'S underway 

replenishment with the USS Enterprise, this allowed Enterprise to pass her 

qualifications and move one step closer to being deployment ready. The remainder 

of the groupsail was spent preparing for COMPTUEX, in doing so COLE conducted 

successful Maritime Interdiction Operations Boarding's of USS Thorn and ARA 

Sarandi, plane guard for the USS Enterprise, and two other underway 

replenishments. 

COMPTUEX tested COLE'S crew and all of the Enterprise Strike Group from the 

loth of September until the beginning of October, the first part which was a 

series of structured events. On the first day COLE'S CIC teams participated in a 

Jamming exercise, demonstrating for many new watchstanders the effects on COLE'S 

sensor's while being jammed. The next day COLE was briefly called away from the 

exercises to help a distressed vessel, providing 75 gallons of fuel to Motor 

Vessel Kimberly L., allowing her to get back to shore safely. Later that day 

COLE set up for two boardings of the USNS APACHE, which were unfortunately 

canceled due to inclement weather. The highlight of the day for COLE'S weapons 

department was the firing exercise on a towed drone. Both COLE'S 5" gun and CIWS 

systems hit the drone as it traveled past, with CIWS actually breaking the drone 

in half. On the 1 2 ~ ~  COLE continued her structured COMPTUEX events with two 

successful boardings of the USNS PREVAIL, a REXTORP firing, and underway 

replenishment with the USNS SUPPLY. The next day proved exciting as COLE was 

visited by RADM Ruttherford, Commander Carrier Group Four, and was boarded by 

members of the Navy's Explosive Ordinance Disposal (EOD) 

Team. RADM Ruttherford spoke about COMPTUEX and it's importance to deploying 

Strike Groups, while the EOD team found and diffused an improvised explosive 

device (IED) that was simulated aboard COLE. 

As the Battle Group continued to prepare for the unscripted events, 

Hurricane Isabel became a threat to operations. In preparation for a transit, 



COLE conducted an underway replenishment with the USNS JOHN LENTHALL on the 1 4 ~ ~ .  

Also on that day, COLE took part in the first Air Defense Exercise (ADEX), 

testing COLE'S Air Warfare team as they had to manage numerous air contacts 

threatening the ENTERPRISE. On the 15th, COLE along with the rest of the Battle 

Group conducted a transit to the Gulf of Mexico Operating Area, avoiding 

Hurricane Isabel and allowing training to continue. The next day, COLE'S CPO 

selectees saw the results of all their hard work when they put on anchors for the 

first time on COLE'S flight deck. From the 1 6 ~ ~  till the 18th, COLE completed the 

series of scripted events, conducting MI0 boardings of USNS APACHE and USNS JOHN 

LENTHALL, replenishments with USNS JOHN LENTHALL, and plane guard with 

ENTERPRISE. 

On September the Battle Group transitioned into the unscripted events 

testing the ship's anti-air capabilities with the second Air Defense Exercise. 

The following day the Battle Group tested it's proficiency in Anti-Surface 

Warfare and Anti-Submarine Warfare during the Sea Combatant Commander Exercise. 

These two days of training prepared the Battle Group and all of it's warfare 

commanders for the coming Battle Problems, which would flex all three traditional 

warfare areas. 

After Hurricane Isabel's disastrous run through COLE'S homeport of Norfolk, 

VA, the Battle Group began its' transition back to the Jacksonville Operating 

Area. While enroute, COLE paid tribute to deceased members of the armed 

services, committing their cremains to the sea. On September 21St, COLE continued 

operations, conducting an underway replenishment with USNS SUPPLY and supporting 

ENTERPRISE as plane guard. Two days later the Battle Group conducted the first 

Battle Problem. Lasting all day long, COLE saw most of her action throughout the 

Battle Problem while conducting Anti-Air Warfare, successfully identifying and if 

necessary conducting simulated engagements against any hostile aircraft. The 

next morning, COLE completed two replenishments, one refueling with USNS SUPPLY 



and one to take on stores from USNS JOHN LENTHALL, preparing COLE for her final 

stretch thru COMPTUEX. 

From September 26th until the 31St ,  COLE executed the second battle problem, 

a final plane guard of ENTERPRISE, and the Final Battle Problem. Battle Problem 

two, similar to the first, saw serious action for COLE'S air team. The Battle 

Problem also took COLE to the limits, forcing the ship to make frequent high 

speed transits to assist other units or to protect ENTERPRISE from potentially 

hostile surface craft. The Final Battle Problem lasted three days and truly put 

to test the battle rhythm that COLE had developed all month. Whether the threat 

was air, surface, or sub, COLE and all of ENTERPRISE Battle Group used missile, 

gun, torpedo, helicopter, and jet, to prevent any attack on ENTERPRISE. 
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On October lSt, following 31 taxing days underway for COMPTUEX, COLE 

returned to Norfolk to serve as the backdrop for the Commander Atlantic Fleet 

Change of Command and retirement ceremony for ADM Natter. On October 2nd, in an 



impressive display of teamwork, COLE'S crew was able to paint the entire ship in 

one day to prepare for the ceremony. Following the paint-out, the crew was given 

a four-day weekend for all the hard work of the last month. 

During the week of the October 7th through the loth, COLE had the 

opportunity to use the Camp Elmore shooting range, qualifying and re-qualifying 

many members of the ship's crew for inport watch-standing. During this time, 

COLE also berth shifted, leaving the carrier piers where she had been for the 

ceremony and moving to pier six. 

On Sunday October 12th, COLE hosted its' third Memorial Ceremony for the 17 

crew members who died from the bombing in Yemen on October 12th, 2000. In the 

tradition that has developed for the ceremony, a wreath was presented at the COLE 

Memorial with many previous crewmembers present as well as the families and 

friends of those killed in the blast. Following the ceremony, all in attendance 

were invited onboard to tour the ship, see old friends, or just be onboard for a 

little while. At 1118 local time, the quarter-deck sounded 17 bells over the 1MC 

to conclude the memorial ceremony. 

Starting on October 14th, COLE'S crew collapsed into three sections inport 

to conduct Anti-Terrorism/Force Protection drills. The Drills provided excellent 

training and a great refresher course after the crew had been at sea. 

The next week, on October 22nd, COLE transited to Naval Weapons Station 

Yorktown for her last pre-deployment weapons onload. The onload was carried out 

flawlessly by COLE'S well trained weapons department and the very professional 

staff at the weapons station, allowing the crew to enjoy some rest and relaxation 

together at the Yorktown base club. 

The final week of October proved to be the most exciting as COLE embarked 

on a family day cruise. Over 300 family and friends of crewmembers got underway 

with the ship for a day and had the chance to see some of the more interesting 

activities of the Navy. This day did not disappoint as family and friends were 

treated to CIWS and 5" firings, two flyby's from F/A-18's, a full power run, 



Damage Control Team demonstration, Visit Board Search and Seizure Team 

Demonstration, and by far everyone's favorite, an opportunity to fire either the 

M60 or 50 Caliber machine guns from the ships bow. 
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November started with COLE enroute to Newport, RI. While underway, COLE 

began working on its' Command Assessment of Readiness and Training, the first 

step in COLE'S next inter-deployment training cycle. COLE'S crew then enjoyed 

liberty in Newport while the ship held a formal dinner for CDR Grady's family. 

Following the liberty period for the crew, COLE went back underway and finished 

CART I. During this underway, COLE also had the opportunity to be hosts for a 

group of prospective commanding officers as well as cameramen taping a new 

Surface Warfare Officer recruitment video. The prospective CO1s spoke to many 

crewmembers and observed various evolutions onboard a Guided Missile Destroyer, 

gaining insight that will be very useful as they move on to commands of their own 

Guided Missile Destroyers. While the PCO1s were learning from the crew, the 

video cameras were vigorously taping many of COLE'S junior officers in action as 



they conducted in house training for Anti-Air Warfare, Surface Warfare, Anti- 

submarine Warfare, strike, and of course ship driving. These tapings will be 

part of a new video composed of junior officers across the Navy to show off the 

various roles of the Surface Warfare Officer. 

Prior to pulling back into Norfolk, COLE conducted an underway 

replenishment with USNS KANAWHA and frocked the numerous crewmembers who advanced 

following September's testing period. Once inport, COLE conducted pre-deployment 

stand down, allowing the crew to only come in for duty days. 

Set to begin deployment on November 28th, COLE, along with THORN and 

GONZALEZ, waited one extra day due to inclement weather and instead deployed on 

November 2gth. With family and friends watching from the pier, COLE heaved in all 

lines and began her first deployment since the fateful bombing three years 

be£ ore. 
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31 DEC FC3 VICK'S RE-ENLISTMENT CEREMONY 

December began with COLE in company with fellow destroyers GONZALEZ and 

THORN, transiting the Atlantic Ocean for the deployment of ENTERPRISE Strike 

Group's second Surface Strike Group of 2003. On December lSt, all three units 

conducted an underway replenishment with USNS ARCTIC, the Surface Strike Group's 

last fuel stop until reaching Europe. Following the replenishment until December 

8th, all three ships conducted daily exercises to maintain communications and 

command and control proficiencies. Also during this time, COLE conducted 

Smallpox vaccinations for the crew as a preventative anti-terrorism measure. On 

December 7th, COLE, THORN, and GONZALEZ conducted a turnover with the previous 

Surface Strike Group consisting of NICHOLAS and STOUT. The Atlantic transit 

ended on December gth when all three ships pulled into Rota, Spain for a fuel 

onload and a little rest and relaxation. 

On December loth, COLE transited through the Straits of Gibraltar with THORN 

and GONZALEZ, officially entering the Mediterranean Sea. The next day, all three 

ships conducted Operation Purple Flex. This mission was to practice the 

procedures required for a non-compliant boarding. COLE embarked a team of SEALS 

for this exercise and sent them via her RHIB to board GONZALEZ. The Operation 

went smoothly and gave COLE'S own Visit Board Search and Seizure teams a chance 

to work with SEALS and find out how they perform a similar job. 

Commander Grady addressed the crew on December 12th, expressing how proud he 

was of the accomplishments COLE has made and indicating that COLE would likely be 

participating in Standing NATO Forces Mediterranean (SNFM) throughout deployment. 

Throughout December until Christmas, COLE prepared for its' possible NATO 

tasking. During this time COLE conducted two replenishments with USNS LEROY 

GRUMMAN, Phalanx Close-In Weapon System and 5 inch gun pacfires, Small Craft 

Attack Team training, Anti-Submarine Warfare training, active querying of all 



merchant traffic, and most importantly, achieved tax free status for the month of 

December in the Adriatic Sea. 

On December 23rd, COLE pulled into Civitavecchia, Italy, 40 minutes by train 

from Rome. Following the crew's port safety brief there was an awards ceremony 

to honor members of the crew who made great contributions towards preparing COLE 

for deployment. As part of the ceremony the Commanding Officer announced his CAP 

selections for 2003, GSMl Genzler, FC2 Lamay, and FC2 Hiddemen. Also recognized 

were COLE'S Senior and Junior Sailors of the year, STGl Carey and PN2 Vermillion. 

Following the awards ceremony COLE'S crew had liberty until the 27th, many taking 

the opportunity to explore Rome and a few were lucky enough to use the USO's 

remaining tickets to Midnight Mass at the Vatican. 

On December 27thl COLE was once again underway, continuing to actively query 

all merchant ships and prepare for future NATO tasking. COLE completed the year 

2003 at sea, conducting a connected replenishment with USNS LEROY GRUMMAN on New 

Years Eve. 



USS COLE 2003/2004 MIDNIGHT DECK-LOG ENTRY 

The year of '03 has come to an end 
Sit back and listen to a story, my friend. 
The story of Mighty Warship COLE, 
And her survival of the "Big Black Hole." 

Was her first cruise of the new millennium 
She stopped for fuel in the port of Aden, Yemen. 
Alongside with terrorists and bombs, a boat did come, 
Intent on stopping the COLE'S engine's sweet hum. 

With fire and flooding in the spaces contained, 
Through crew sacrifice, watches of vigilance were maintained. 
Put a Big Black Hole in her side, they did, 
Finall-y carried to the shipyard with the winning bid. 

To Pascagoula, Mississippi the COLE did go 
It seemed the work and training was going too slow 
But 3 years and two hundred fifty million dollars following 
Mission is to find terrorist's hearts, in fear, wallowing. 

So here we are in the Ionian Sea, 
Destroyer 67, as bad as can be. 
DESRON 18, a part we are, 
Sailing the seas, near and far. 
Our course 045 TI Speed 7 knots, 
Our plant full steam, our guns ready with shots. 

Commander Grady is Captain of this mighty warship, 
He leads COLE with honor, smart as a whip. 
As we sail through the ocean, our boss is COMSIXTHFLT, 
The Atlantic is behind us, time to crank up the heat. 

Her keel is hot as she tears through the sea, 
A warrior at heart she only can be. 
As 2004 we see through the haze, 
Our determination shines through with a blaze. 

This ship stands fox freedom, honoring sacrifice and loss, 
We fight for our country, no matter the cost. 
The crew sails with honor and soul, 
To put right which was wronged, they fight for the COLE. 

God bless our families, this ship, and the sea, 
As we lay down this year, good bye 2003. 
The new year rolls in, it's 2004, 
We're on our deployment, need I say more. 

One last comment, to the terrorists, I leave, 
The message we send should be clear to see. 
In honor of our shipmates lost in the blast, 
Remember our motto "17 Reasons To Kick Your Ass." 




